
 

  



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

  



Northants CALC IAS 
 

Internal Audit Report 
(to be read in conjunction with the Annual Governance and Accountability Return) 

 
Name of council:  Flore Parish Council 

Name of Internal Auditor: John Marshall Date of report: 11.05.2022 

Year ending: 31 March 2022 Date audit carried out: 11.05.2022 
 

designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating procedures und
control. It is important to note that m -to-day function of the council 
through its staff and councillors and it would be incorrect to view internal audit as the detailed inspection of all records 
and transactions of the council in order to detect error or fraud. This report is based on the evidence made available to 
and seen by me.  The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from 
internal and external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and external audit. 
Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion. 
 

To the Chairman of the Council: 
 
I met with Sue Halkett, Clerk & RFO on 11 May and carried out the year-end audit via an online meeting 
platform; I would take this opportunity to thank Sue for her co-operation and assistance in delivering the 
council s internal audit.       
 
In preparation for the audit, I had examined the publicly available information displayed on the c
website including the council  policies, procedures, agendas, minutes, financial and other records.  
Because the legal relaxations concerning meetings were largely removed in May 2021, I particularly 
reviewed the reversion from virtual to  
face-to-face meetings to ensure that the council s processes and procedures had been properly re-set.  I 
sought evidence to confirm that the previous y al and External Audit reports had been 
properly reported to and where necessary acted upon by the Council.      
 
I also examined the coun the management and control of its business in the areas 
of bookkeeping, due process (ie comp
Guide), risk management, budget setting and monitoring, payroll, asset register, bank reconciliations, 
internal control and year-end procedures and compliance with the requirements for the display of 
information including the exercise of public rights.   
 
Where necessary, I requested and was provided with supplementary evidence to enable me to reach a 
conclusion regarding the enquiries I am required to make as set out in the Annual Internal Audit Report 
(AIAR) that forms part of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).  This supplementary 
information was provided verbally during my discussion with Sue and also emailed answers to the 
questions raised together with sight of scanned documents including the accounting statements, section 
2 of the AGAR . 
 
I noted just one audit issue.  The council s Risk Assessment makes reference to the payment of a 
chairman s allowance.  Whilst I understand that the sitting Chairman has opted not to take the payment 
in recent years, that situation may change in the near future and so will be budgeted for. It is important 
that both the council and the chairman understand their respective obligations and the implications, 
especially the potential liability to tax.  Further information has been provided to Sue as the Clerk.  
 
Notwithstanding the above and despite a second challenging year arising from the ongoing limitations 
due to Covid 19, the council and its diligent clerk have continued to maintain good standards of 
governance throughout the year.  I am pleased to be able to report that having tested all the 
aspects of the coun ontrols that I am required to consider, based on the 
information made available to me I am satisfied that in all significant respects, the internal 



control objectives were achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet 
the council needs.  Accordingly, I have completed and signed off the Annual Internal Audit 
Report as required.   
 
John Marshall, CiLCA 
Internal Auditor to the Council 
07505 139832 
wjm.marshall1@gmail.com 
 
 
The figures submitted in the Annual Return are: 
 

 Year ending 
31 March 2021 

Year ending 
31 March 2022 

1. Balances brought forward 20,544 28,570 

2. Annual precept 34,785 36,336 

3. Total other receipts 20,670 6504 

4. Staff costs 9,122 9,559 

5. Loan interest/capital repayments 1,829 3,659 

6. Total other payments 36,478 31,569 

7. Balances carried forward 28,570 26,623 

8. Total cash and investments 28,570 26,623 

9. Total fixed assets and long term assets 124,117 126,458 

10. Total borrowings 16,465 12,806 
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Smaller authority name: FLORE Parish Council 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY 

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY) 
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022 

 
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27  

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 
NOTICE NOTES 

 
 
1. Date of announcement   Monday 6th June 2022    (a) 

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR).  The AGAR has been published with this notice. 
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has 

w.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR, 
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books, 
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to 
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. 
For the year ended 31 March 2022, these documents will be available on 
reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  Mrs Susan Halkett, Responsible Finance Officer/Parish Clerk 
16 St Marys Way, Weedon Bec, NN7 4QL 
florepc@btinternet.com 01327 341057 
 
commencing on (c) __Monday 13 June 2022 _______________________  
 
 

and ending on (d) ___Friday 22 July 2022 ________________________  
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

 The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting 
records; and 

 The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which 
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to 
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice 
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the 
smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for 
this purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed 
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor.  The appointed 
auditor is: 

 
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
15 Westferry Circus 
Canary Wharf 
London E14 4HD 
(sba@pkf-l.com) 
 

5. This announcement is made by (e) Susan Halkett 
 

 
 
(a) Insert date of placing of the notice 
which must be not less than 1 day before 
the date in (c) below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email 
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or 
other person to which any person may 
apply to inspect the accounts 

 
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 
day after the date of announcement in (a) 
above and at least 30 working days 
before the date appointed in (d) below 

 
(d) The inspection period between (c) 
and (d) must be 30 working days 
inclusive and must include the first 10 
working days of July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice  this person must be 
the responsible financial officer for the 
smaller authority 
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 
 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and other  smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller 
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act 
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller 
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.  

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting 
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related 
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also 
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising 
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs. 
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council 
tax. 

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local 
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You 
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or 
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the 
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6)  (10) of the Act explains what is meant 
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial 
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to 
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should 
nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, 
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the 

the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their 
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement 
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may 
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection 
during which all sma 1-14 July 
2022 for 2021/22 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of 
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting 
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that 
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the 
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. 
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to 
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require 

taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records 
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external 
auditor about the accounting records.  

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for 
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The 



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the 
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here 
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking 
the external auditor questions.  

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know 
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the 
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions 
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.  

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial 
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external 

questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item 
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To 
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you 
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there 
are matters of wider concern arising from the s finances. A local government elector 
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is 
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external 
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why 
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor 
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not 
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to 
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the 
smaller authority. The notice must include: 
 

 confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority  
 why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
 details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
 details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest 

report. 
 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor 
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 

smaller 
authority Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or 
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions 
and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor 
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is 
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is 
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against 

will have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights and 
the special powers of auditors, copies of the 
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to 
your rights are available from the NAO website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authority
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 
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assurance report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating 
procedures und . It is important to note that m
controls is a day-to-day function of the council through its staff and councillors and it would be 
incorrect to view internal audit as the detailed inspection of all records and transactions of the council 
in order to detect error or fraud. This report is based on the evidence made available to and seen by 
me.  The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from 
internal and external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and 
external audit. Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion. 
 

To the Chairman of the Council: 
 
I met with Sue Halkett, Clerk & RFO on 11 May and carried out the year-end audit via an 
online meeting platform; I would take this opportunity to thank Sue for her co-operation 
and assistance in delivering the council s internal audit.       
 
In preparation for the audit, I had examined the publicly available information displayed 
on the c  including the council  policies, procedures, agendas, minutes, 
financial and other records.  Because the legal relaxations concerning meetings were 
largely removed in May 2021, I particularly reviewed the reversion from virtual to  
face-to-face meetings to ensure that the council s processes and procedures had been 
properly re-set.  I sought evidence to confirm that the previous y al and 
External Audit reports had been properly reported to and where necessary acted upon by 
the Council.      
 
I also examined the coun the management and control of its business 
in the areas of bookkeeping, due process (ie compliance with the proper practices as set 

ide), risk management, budget setting and monitoring, payroll, 
asset register, bank reconciliations, internal control and year-end procedures and 
compliance with the requirements for the display of information including the exercise of 
public rights.   
 
Where necessary, I requested and was provided with supplementary evidence to enable 
me to reach a conclusion regarding the enquiries I am required to make as set out in the 
Annual Internal Audit Report (AIAR) that forms part of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR).  This supplementary information was provided verbally 
during my discussion with Sue and also emailed answers to the questions raised together 
with sight of scanned documents including the accounting statements, section 2 of the 
AGAR . 
 
I noted just one audit issue.  The council s Risk Assessment makes reference to the 
payment of a chairman s allowance.  Whilst I understand that the sitting Chairman has 
opted not to take the payment in recent years, that situation may change in the near 
future and so will be budgeted for. It is important that both the council and the chairman 
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understand their respective obligations and the implications, especially the potential 
liability to tax.  Further information has been provided to Sue as the Clerk.  
 
Notwithstanding the above and despite a second challenging year arising from the ongoing 
limitations due to Covid 19, the council and its diligent clerk have continued to 
maintain good standards of governance throughout the year.  I am pleased to be 
able to report that having tested all the aspects of the coun ontrols 
that I am required to consider, based on the information made available to me I 
am satisfied that in all significant respects, the internal control objectives were 
achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the 
council needs.  Accordingly, I have completed and signed off the Annual Internal 
Audit Report as required.   
 
John Marshall, CiLCA 
Internal Auditor to the Council 
07505 139832 
wjm.marshall1@gmail.com 
 
 
The figures submitted in the Annual Return are: 
 

 Year ending 
31 March 2021 

Year ending 
31 March 2022 

1. Balances brought forward 20,544 28,570 

2. Annual precept 34,785 36,336 

3. Total other receipts 20,670 6504 

4. Staff costs 9,122 9,559 

5. Loan interest/capital repayments 1,829 3,659 

6. Total other payments 36,478 31,569 

7. Balances carried forward 28,570 26,623 

8. Total cash and investments 28,570 26,623 

9. Total fixed assets and long term assets 124,117 126,458 

10. Total borrowings 16,465 12,806 
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