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Dear Friends. 

I’d like to begin this month’s letter with a poem called ‘A very British Summer’ by 
Simon Taylor, printed in a book of seasonal resources called simply ‘Summer’ (Ruth 
Burgess, Wild Goose Publications 2020): 

Excitement as someone is the first to see the sea 
and Dad grumpy cos there’s nowhere near it to park the overloaded car 

Feeling the softness of sand under our feet and between our toes,  
and its crunch in our sandwiches munched on the beach. 

Sheltering from sudden summer rain  
under the shade we thought we’d bought to protect us from the sun. 

Enjoying an outdoor lunch,  
but keeping a watchful eye on the gull that wants to nick your chips. 

Savouring an ice-cream out on the seafront with mint choc chip, raspberry ripple  
and a pesky wasp that wants to share the treat. 

So, here we are out together in God’s good earth, experiencing a very British summer. 
It’s character-building and memory-making, the source of many a story on a winter’s night. 

I guess most of us have been on holidays like that. I remember growing up looking 
forward to the school summer holidays and the ‘Lancaster Fortnight’, when all the mills 
and factories in the city closed down for the summer break. Then our extended family 
would set out in several cars for our annual summer holiday - to Somerset, Cornwall or 
Dorset for example. Invariably, we experienced typical British summer weather, 
brilliant sunshine one minute, rain the next. We explored new parts of the country, 
played on the beach, swam every day, and dodged the showers to watch a county cricket 
match. It doesn’t sound particularly restful, but somehow, we were re-created and 
refreshed by our time away. After all, a change is as good as a rest! I don’t know about 
you, but I feel in great need of a break this summer. Two years of pandemic and 
lockdown, rising prices, war in Ukraine, political turmoil, family challenges, and the 
regular demands of parish ministry have taken their toll. I need a rest.  

At times like this, I’m reminded of Jesus’ words in Matthew’s Gospel; "Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest" (Matt 11:28). Jesus invites us 
not to a place, but to a person, to himself. He invites us as we are, with all our 
weariness, anxiety and burdens. We don’t have to change beforehand, we just come to 
Jesus. And if we rest in him, if we allow his grace and love to flow over us and through 
us, we find our burden lightened, we find supernatural rest. Not just for a fortnight, or 
for the six weeks’ summer holidays. The real rest that Jesus offers is refreshing, 
sustaining and everlasting. I pray that we might all learn to rest in Jesus’ grace and 
providence more and worry less. That he teach us his ways and show us how to find his 
rest, this summer and always.        
      Yours in Christ,   
       Rev Stephen (01327 344436) 

Letter from the Rector 
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Summer is here! It has been a busy and productive summer term. As always, the end of 
another school year is filled with mixed emotions. We are so proud of everything that 
the children have achieved. We’re sad to say goodbye to our Year Six pupils… but they 
really cannot stay! We’re happy that the children, their families and our dedicated 
school staff can enjoy a well-earned summer break. We’re excited about what the new 
term will bring and looking forward to welcoming a new cohort through the green door. 

There have been so many highlights this term that I couldn’t possibly list them all. 
Thank you to everyone who took part in the May Day Celebrations. It is always a special 
privilege to be part of this lasting village tradition and I am sure that this event will con-
tinue to bring the whole community together for many years to come. I’ve enjoyed that 
we have been able to get on with the job of teaching this term, without coronavirus 
being the hottest topic of conversation… it was the heatwave in the last week! On a 
more serious note, I’d like to say a giant ‘Well Done!” to the Year Six pupils who have 
worked diligently throughout a disrupted Key Stage Two to achieve very pleasing SATs 
results. We are proud of you all and wish you all the very best as you move on to your 
new schools in September. Our Early Years and Foundation Stage pupils, along with 
Years One and Two, enjoyed a wonderful visit to Flore Farm Park. The students in Mars 
Class (Years Three and Four) have made excellent progress in their swimming lessons 
and have enjoyed litter-picking at Brodie Lodge Playing Field. We’ve enjoyed the revival 
of the Isle of Wight Residential, a brilliant performance of Peter Pan by Years Five and 
Six, a fantastic Carnival Day (extra special thanks to the Friends of Flore School, who 
organised this for us) , a successful Sports Day (congratulations to Green team!), a 
whole host of sporting activities, a wonderful bake-off (as part of our Jubilee celebra-
tions) and a super Scarecrow Weekend. Please do have a look at our “Flore Church of 
England Primary School” Facebook page, if you’d like to know more. 

When I reflect on all that we have achieved in the last few months, I feel a mixture of 
pride and gratitude. I am proud of the way that the children, their families, the staff and 
the wider school community have worked together to achieve so much. I feel gratitude 
for the care and support given by the people of Flore village. On behalf of Flore CE 
Primary School, thank you… and in September we look forward to going again… but 
first, let’s all enjoy a great summer!    

Ian Heard (Head of School) 

Letter from Flore CE Primary School 

Flore News 
Flore Farm Park Coffee Morning — the numbers are in! 
Thank you to everyone who came and supported our coffee morning. We raised £180 
for Cancer Research. If you didn’t make it on the day and would still like to come 
around for coffee and cake, you are very welcome. Cafe is open Wednesday-Saturday 
10am-5pm. Entry to cafe is free.   

https://www.facebook.com/people/Flore-Church-of-England-Primary-School/100051289158044/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Flore-Church-of-England-Primary-School/100051289158044/
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Six and a half years of Afternoon Tea Dances in Flore 

Our Afternoon Tea Dances started July 
2014. They were postponed for 18 
months due to Covid, from March 
2020—August 2021, and restarted Sep-
tember 2021 to date July 2022. We have 
now donated to our Flore charities & 
organisations the sum of: 

 £6,042.50! 

The dances are held every 4th Friday of 
the month in the Millennium Hall for 
Ballroom & sequence dancing. Doors 
open 2.15pm  - 2.30pm—4.30pm. En-
trance is £3 (includes tea/coffee/biscuits 
or cake and a free door prize). Parking 
available by kind permission of the White 
Hart. Details: Jane Rouse 07813 283119
  

Brodie Lodge Playing Field News 
Thank you to all villagers who alerted Trustees to the potential arrival  of a number of 
travelling caravanners on way to the playing fields to camp, having been evicted from 
Kislingbury.  The encampment was avoided by prompt police action to escort them to 
the M1 and away from the district. A thank you to them also.  

The maintenance and finance required  of both the recreation ground and pavilion is all 
managed by volunteer Trustees as a Charity (No:  288513), and any damage caused  re-
sults in funds diverted to remedy,  which would otherwise have been put to more 
worthwhile and needed jobs, therefore, the above could have resulted in an expensive 
problem. All we ask is that people respect the play apparatus on offer, and open space: 
proper use of apparatus and using litter and dog poo bins. Leave the Green Clean. To 
report any defects/concerns please email: enquiries@brodielodgeplayingfield.co.uk, or 
call/text 07967 595510.  

Flore Brownies : £380.00 

Flore Beavers/Scouts : £222.50 

Brodie Lodge Playing Field : £100.00 

Chapel : £585.00 

Chapel Meal-a-Month : £935.00 

Church : £420.00 

Messy Church : £220.00 

May Day Children’s Tea : £750.00 

Millennium Hall : £635.00 

Flore Rovers FC—Juniors : £475.00 

Flore Rovers FC—Seniors : £200.00 

Commonwealth Flag Project : £215.00 

Flore School Memorial Garden : £70.00 

Youth Club : £200.00 

MacMillan Cancer /  
Ellena Harrison 

: £75.00 

Pre-school : £210.00 

Milton Strictly Fund : £200.00 

Oliver (sensory items) : £150.00 

mailto:enquiries@brodielodgeplayingfield.co.uk
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Afternoon Tea — 3
rd

 August 
Wednesday 3rd August 2pm—4.30pm. Hollandstone Farm, the home of David and Daph-
ne Chaplin. All are welcome.  

Carboot Sale Event — 7
th

 August 
Sunday 7th August, 8am—12noon. No registration required. Pitch fees: Cars £6, vans or 
car + trailer £10. Booters receive a raffle ticket upon fee payment; if successful in 
draw,  their pitch fee is returned. Tasty bacon/burger butties on offer during the event. 

Flore’s 71
st

 Annual Village Show — 13
th

 August 
Saturday 13th August, 2pm. Millennium Hall. Schedules and entry forms are available 
from Andrew (01327 341637) or Chris (01327 340918); everybody is eligible to enter. The 
classes include vegetables, fruit, flowers, cooking, crafts and photography. There are 
special classes for children so why not get your children and grand-children involved in 
making things for the show during the school holidays. There are trophies to be won! 

200+ Club Draw — 18
th

 August 
Thursday the 18th August, 7.30pm. The Scout Hut, Kings Lane. 

The July 200+ Club Draw was held on the 14th July at The Scout Hut, Kings Lane.   
The winning numbers were drawn by Trustee Sally Goadsby: 

First prize – £80.00 – Mr and Mrs N. Craven (subscription number 184)  
Second prize - £40.00 – Mr and Mrs B. Palmer (subscription number 139)  
Third prize - £20.00 – Mr and Mrs M Penn (subscription number 324)  
Fourth prize - £10.00 – Mr and Mrs R. McNeela (subscription number 42) 

Flore Arts Events: still two more events this year!  
After another lively and well attended Jazz in the Garden performance, we have two 
more events to look forward to. 

Ensemble Renard in open rehearsal — 10th-11th September  
Weekend of 10th -11th September. All Saints Church, Flore. Something slightly different. 
Ensemble Renard are an award-winning wind quintet with a growing reputation: this 
year’s calendar sees them performing at festivals in France, Scotland and Wales. From 
Gershwin to Knussen – via Mozart - each piece they play demonstrates the kaleidoscop-
ic versatility of the ensemble. Some of you may have come to this fabulous wind quin-
tet’s performance at All Saints in 2019. This time we aren’t running a formal concert: 
instead there will be a chance to pop in at your leisure and see them in an informal set-
ting as they go through their paces and polish up their repertoire. Over the weekend of 
Sep 10th – 11th they’ll be in the church late on Saturday morning, all Saturday afternoon 
and Sunday morning.  

No admission charge for this one but we are expecting to provide light refreshments for 
which donations on the day will be appreciated: it’s also the weekend of the annual 
“Ride and Stride” fundraiser for the Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust.  

Upcoming events 
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Afternoon Tea 
Dance 

4th Friday of each month 2.30—4.30pm (doors open 2.15pm). Mil-
lennium Hall. Entry is £3. 

Art Classes Art Classes start again at the Chapel Schoolroom from Monday 5th 
September, Chapel Schoolroom. A friendly group who meet too 

draw, paint, drink tea, chat and laugh. Every third week we have a 

teaching session, the rest of the time it’s up to us. Afternoon class 

from 2-4pm in the Schoolroom and an evening class 7-9pm in the 
Chapel Schoolroom. If interested please contact Fiona (01327 

341065) or Chris (07969 759105). 

Bumps & Babies Tuesdays 9am—10.30am. Chapel Schoolroom. 

Coffee &      
Company 

Last Monday of each month 10.30am. Chapel Schoolroom. For 
anyone living alone. 

Flore Craft Hub 3rd Tuesday each month, 7.15pm. Millennium Hall. 

Flore Cub Scouts Mondays 6pm—7.30pm from the Scout Hut. Open to boys and 
girls aged 8 - 11. For more details, please call Stacey Dransfield on 
07887 982827  

Flore Library 2nd Wednesday of each month, 10am—12pm. Millennium Hall. 

Garden Society Saturday 13th August. Annual Village Show (see p. 5). 

Heritage Society Meetings to start back up in September, first Wednesday of each 
month. September’s will be the AGM—“The Man who Killed The 
King” England’s biggest Manhunt. Jay Phelps.  

Meal-a-Month 2nd Friday of each month 12.30pm. Chapel Schoolroom. 

Clubs & organisations 

Budapest Café Orchestra — 22nd October 
Saturday 22nd October, 7.30pm (doors open 7pm). All Saints Church, Flore. A return for 
another group who thrilled us in 2018 with varied and lively music inspired by the East-
ern European gypsy tradition.  

Led by award-winning British composer, violinist and teacher Christian Garrick since 
2009, this electrifying 4-piece group play gypsy and folk-flavoured music from all 
around the world. We can expect traditional Balkan, Russian, Hungarian and Romanian 
melodies delivered in BCO’s own fresh and surprising way, not to mention jazz over-
tones and the group’s own unique arrangements.   

We will be running a licensed bar – cash only. The box office is now fully open for this 
one: tickets are £18 (£10 for under 18s). Call Rosemary Read (between 9am and 8pm) on 
01327 341026. 

You can keep up to date with this and other events on our newly refreshed website at 

www.floreartsevents.com and our Flore Arts Events Facebook page.  

http://www.floreartsevents.com
https://www.facebook.com/FloreArtsEvents/
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6th: Jamaica; 9th: Singapore; 15th: Birth—Princess Royal; 30th: Turks & Caicos; 31st: Trini-
dad & Tobago, Malasia. 

Welcome Packs for newcomers 
Thank you to all the people who have told Len about newcomers moving in near 
them. Please keep up the good work; we do not want anyone to miss out! If you have 
recently moved to the village and have not received a pack, contact Len:  

Len Gully   lengully@talktalk.net   01327 340025  

Church contact details 
Parish Church 
Revd Stephen Burrow  Rector     01327 344436 
Sue Raven   Churchwarden   01327 340183 
John  Boast   Churchwarden   01327 341225 

United Reformed Church (Chapel) 
Revd Jay Phelps  Minister    01327 340282 
Lis Nye   Secretary    01327 342002 
Daphne Chaplin  Elder     01327 34o368 
Wendy Pittman  Elder     01327 342302 
Chris Littlewood  Elder     01327 340918 
Hillary Crane   Elder     07900 676006 

Information for the Messenger 
Please send entries for the Messenger by the 23rd of each month to appear in the 
following month’s publication. Send to Andrea Gauthier using one of the following 
means of contact (email preferred): 

Andrea Gauthier  flore.messenger@gmail.com 07496 186633 
(Editor)   Barn Cottage, 34 Sutton Street 

General information & contacts 

Flag flying in August 

Short Mat Bowls Tuesdays 9.15am—12pm. Millennium Hall. New members warmly 
welcomed. Refreshments provided. 

Table Tennis 
Club 

Thursdays 1.30pm—2.30pm. Millennium Hall. Contact Linda Bai-
ley (01327 563035).  

Park Walking 
Group 

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 6.30pm. Meet at Brodie Lodge 
Playing Field. 

W.I. 2nd Tuesday of each month,  7.30pm. Millennium Hall. 

mailto:lengully@talktalk.net
mailto:flore.messenger@gmail.com
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Church Services in August 
Flore Christian Partnership and the Anglican churches of 

Heyford, Stowe-Nine-Churches and Brockhall  
Contact details under General Information (p. 7) 

Sunday 7th August – Trinity 8   
10.00 am Benefice & Partnership Holy Communion  Flore Church  

Sunday 14th August – Trinity 9 
10.00 am Benefice Holy Communion  Upper Stowe 

10.00 am Morning Worship  (Wendy Pitman) Flore Chapel 

Sunday 21st August -   Trinity 10 
10.00 am Benefice Holy Communion  Heyford Church 

10.00 am United Worship Service  (Rev Jay) Flore Chapel 

Sunday 28th August -   Trinity 11 
10.00 am Benefice Holy Communion  Brockhall Church 

10.00 am Morning Worship  (Nigel Strang) Flore Chapel 

Wednesdays (Not 24th or 31st)  
9.30 am Morning Prayer via “Why Pay” telephone conference system. Contact 

the Rector or churchwardens for numbers to use.  

Thursdays  
10.00 am Holy Communion (Not 25th) Flore Church 

2.30 - 3.30 Church open for private prayer  Flore Church 

Fridays  
9.00 am Morning Prayer via Zoom. All Welcome. Contact the Rector by email: 

s_p_burrow@yahoo.co.uk to get an invitation that will enable you to 
connect.  

Praying for our villages by street 
In August, we will be praying for Flore: Chapel Lane, Chapel School Rooms, The 
Green; Heyford: Rolf Crescent, Western Avenue, South View; Stowe: The Manor, 
Church Stowe; and Brockhall: The Gate House, The Old Dairy. 

mailto:s_p_burrow@yahoo.co.uk

